5.1.1 Race Card Builder 

5.1.1.1 Race Card Builder is the process of gathering information about a particular race, product, program, background of horses, etc.  

5.1.1.2 Acquiring Files

5.1.1.2.1 YouBet receives files in FTP format. 
5.1.1.2.2 YouBet retrieves files from the Internet (this process is automated through File Graber-FG).
5.1.1.2.3 CPD-is a manual process of retrieving files. 

5.1.1.3 Racing Data Converter (RDC)

5.1.1.3.1 RDC is a service running on the active EXT server. It launches individual plug-ins for processing input racing data provided by the following vendors: 
5.1.1.3.1.1 Equibase (Thoroughbred and Harness); 
5.1.1.3.1.2 Hong Kong OTG???; 	Comment by NJamkotchian: Are these vendors referred to by a different name?
5.1.1.3.1.3 Sweden ???.
5.1.1.3.2 Each plug-in has a dedicated directory.
5.1.1.3.3 The directory expects necessary processor files in the “process” sub-directory.
5.1.1.3.4 Each RDC plug-in is scheduled to process periodically (checking period is plug-in specific)
5.1.1.3.5 The plug-in first looks up the necessary processing files in the process directory.
5.1.1.3.6 Once found, it will move them into the temp-directory, process them, and upon success move original files into archive directory, deleting the files created in temp-directory.
5.1.1.3.7 The generated B-file will be copied to EXTxx:\ftpdocs\ftpdrop\cardtsn directory.

5.1.1.4 Race Card Building Process 

5.1.1.4.1 Each stage checks for the valid starting race card status and upon success updates the status to the next stage. 
5.1.1.4.2 The process begins by creating the racecard in the schedule, known as “Calendaring the Card”. This is done a card at a time, a meet (season) at a time, or in PreProd, the schedule is periodically copied from Production using a utility.
5.1.1.4.3 EQB Convert application parses foreign data file formats and inserts data in SQL Database (racecards, races, race entries, etc.)
5.1.1.4.4 Pool Editor parses the pool description into pools and inserts them into SQL Database (pools table). Allows for manual override.
5.1.1.4.5 Diagram Selector matches race information to a table of race diagrams and sets the diagram ID into the races table. Allows for manual override.
5.1.1.4.6 “Approval” checks that the racecard meets a number of requirements (such as max races, etc.) and either fails or warns of violations.
5.1.1.4.7 “Build” is a background process, which extracts data, sends XML file, and states change of card to “built”.
5.1.1.4.8 “Publish” is the final status change. The front-end product is invisible until reaches the “Publish” stage. 
5.1.1.4.9 Upon changing the racecard status to “published”, the SQL Server will publish a special RV message (5.8.1) notifying MJ_WebRacing to build the program XML. 
5.1.1.4.10 Once built, MJ_WebRacing will publish the XML message. The FileWriter application running on WR, YBWS, AS, MSG and CONT server groups will receive this XML message and save it as a file in the dedicated directory.


